“God is Love”
Sermon for Sunday, April 29, 2018
SCRIPTURE: 1 John 4:7-21
My mother and I would always say to each other: “I love you.”
At the end of a conversation, I would say: “I love you, Mom!”
She would reply: “I love you more!”
But then one day, when I said: “I love you, Mom”,
she replied: “But, I loved you first!”
That is what God says to us: “I loved you first!”
Even before you knew about God… God has loved you.
Even before you make any commitment to God… God loves you.
Even when we know that we fall short of what we believe God expects…
Even when we have our doubts… when our faith seems weak, God loves us.
God loves us. Do you believe that? Do you really know that? Really?
You are loved by God.
In one of the first new member classes that I taught, someone asked:
“What makes United Methodism different from other Christian denominations?”
As United Methodists, we have much in common with our brothers and sisters in
Christ… more that unites us than separates us, although right now we United
Methodists don’t even agree with each other! But one of the hallmarks of United
Methodism is our understanding of “prevenient grace”. “Grace” is the
undeserved, unmerited, sacrificial love that God has for us, and “prevenient”
(meaning “comes before”) refers to the sacrificial love that God has that “comes
before” our knowledge of God.
God is calling to us… loving us… even before we are aware.
“We love because he first loved us.” (1 John 4:19)
We know love by what love does. God most profoundly demonstrated his
love for us in the presence of Jesus of Nazareth.
Jesus was God’s loving revelation of himself to his people.
God the Father demonstrated the depth of his love by sacrificing God the Son for
the atonement of our sins.
God the Father was willing—out of love—to offer the most precious sacrifice to
pay the judgement price for our sins. A price that we cannot pay.
God the Son was willing—out of love for the Father—to be obedient and pay the
ultimate price as Savior of the world, that we might be reconciled to God.

We not only see God’s sacrificial love expressed in the death of Jesus
Christ, but we also see the practice of sacrificial love expressed in the
life and ministry of Jesus.
Love is humble.
Love is forgiving.
Love is caring for those in need, those who are hurting.
Love works for good in the world.
Love sees the best in “the other” and wants the best for them.
Love treats others as we want to be treated.
Jesus life is the model for love… the life we are called to emulate.
“We love because he first loved us.” (1 John 4:19)
We are called to put our faith into acts of love because God has first loved us.
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“Love is the universal hunger in the human heart.”1
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speak love to hate and injustice.
stand up to a bully.
forgive when we have been hurt.
love when we will get nothing in return.
believe that all things are possible with God.
see the best in others even when they are at their worst.
do what Jesus would do and go where Jesus would go.

“We love because he first loved us.” (1 John 4:19)
You have been given another heart.
Last Sunday, we began our “Summer of Serving: 2000 Acts of Love”.
This is week 2 of 14 weeks in which you will receive a paper heart and you are
invited to perform at least one act of love each week, to write your act of love on
the heart with your name and to return it in the offering plate next Sunday.
Did any of you bring your heart back from last week?
Each week the hearts will be attached to ribbon streamers in the space between
the sanctuary and the fellowship hall… creating a moving sculpture of LOVE.
A reminder of God’s sacrificial love for us.
There are extra hearts in a basket under the bulletin board if you dare to offer
more than one act of love in a week.
What will you do with your heart this week? Who will you love? Let us pray.
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