“Foundation or Stumbling Block?”
Sermon for Palm & Passion Sunday, March 25, 2018
[Hand out the baskets of rocks]
SCRIPTURE: Mark 15:42-47

This is the Holy Gospel

One might assume that all of the members of the Jewish High Council
were in opposition to Jesus, but clearly that must not have been the
case. Joseph of Arimathea, “a respected member of the council” had the
courage to go to Pontius Pilate and ask for the body of Jesus. I’m not so sure it
took as much boldness to go to Pilate, as it did to face the religious leadership
(of which he was a part) when they learned what he was going to do…
daring to offer his own family tomb for the burial of Jesus!
Families with financial resources might have family tombs where the body of the
deceased would be wrapped in linen, anointed with spices and placed in the
tomb. [IMAGE OF GARDEN TOMB] A huge stone would be rolled across the
opening of the tomb to keep people out. This is a picture of what is known as the
Garden Tomb in Jerusalem. It is not the tomb where Jesus was laid, but it is an
authentic first-century tomb—and if you look carefully, at the base of the opening
you can see a “track” in which the large cover stone would have rolled. [IMAGE
OF STONE] These stones were generally massive in size for security reasons.
“He rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body was laid.”

Think about that experience for those who loved Jesus.
It is hard to imagine the trauma and grief at what they had just seen.
, Jesus had told them more than once that it must happen—
that he would be betrayed and suffer and die and be raised after three days.
Did they not know that he was coming back?
But then there was this huge stone… it all seemed so impossible!
And fear, anxiety, grief can be debilitating!
We all face those “rocky” times in our lives—
Someone disappoints us…
Life doesn’t turn out the way we thought it would…
A dream is shattered…
We wonder about our country and the world around us…
And we will decide:
Is that ROCK our foundation or a stumbling block?

King David knew what it was like to face fear, betrayal and challenge.
King Saul had tried to kill him, his son had betrayed him, and he knew the grief
of tremendous loss and yet, listen to the words of his psalm:
The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer,
My God, my rock in whom I take refuge… (Psalm 18:2)
Instead of the rock being a stumbling block it was his foundation.
The storms of life will come to each of us. Being a Christian is no insurance
policy against challenge, against disappointment, against grief…
we live in a sinful world, where evil abounds, where we will be hurt and where we
will hurt offers; we live in a finite world, where our bodies will fail and storms will
destroy.
But you can choose Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.
You can choose to make him your Rock, your Fortress and your Deliverer.
 Through faith in him, you can experience firm footing—like the man who
built his house on rock. When the storm came and the winds blew, his
house still stood.
 Through faith in him, you can find hope and the courage to take the next
step God has for you. Joseph of Arimathea stepped out and cared for the
body of Jesus. Mary Magdalene stepped out and went to the tomb.
 When you face that obstacle in your own life, you will decide:
Is Jesus Christ my ROCK? The foundation of my life?
Never before have our families, our churches, our communities and our
world been in greater need of people of hope and faith in Jesus Christ.
People who are NOT paralyzed by fear, but people who are motivated by FAITH.
Yesterday Gerry and I went to the courthouse lawn to listen as a part of the
“March for Life”. We saw what I thought was a huge turnout of people
expressing many points of view. There were speakers of all ages—teachers,
politicians, students… but it was heartening to see young people speaking with
eloquence and passion and to see them involved. But regardless of where you
stand on the issue of gun rights, I believe that we are all concerned about the
violence that we are seeing on the television and reading about in the media each
and every day…
Killing on the streets and killing in our schools.
It is not one cause, but many weaknesses in the fabric of our society and legal
system.

I was particularly reflective about this gathering yesterday because of something
that happened at the church this past week. A voice mail message was left on
the church phone from a young student (not a parishioner) expressing her
concern and fear about a friend who had expressed the desire to kill people.
Local law enforcement was involved as was one of our high schools and
intervention occurred. Suddenly it wasn’t just on television anymore.
What do we do about this?
It can seem like a giant stone… a huge obstacle…
Or we can remember that we stand on the ROCK… the one true foundation and
we can step out.
One of the things we can do is to pray for and support our children and youth.
Anna is always looking for additional assistance in Sunday School classes and
with youth activities… people to be in relationship with our young people.
1) Ask Anna what you can do to help.
2) This morning we are going to pray for our young people. I am going to
invite all of our children to return to the sanctuary from children’s church
and I want all of our youth and children to stand… and we are going to pray
for them.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Hymn: “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Segue to stripping the altar:
It is not Easter… not yet…
As we approach this coming Holy Week, it is a time for us to journey with Jesus
to the cross… let us begin that journey as the altar is stripped and as we reflect
on the depth of God’s love for us.
Lector to assist people on the steps.
Lector and pastor follow the paraments to the back.
Benediction offered from the back.

