
GOOD NEWS
December 2019

First Wayne Street United Methodist Church   •   300 East Wayne Street, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802  
ph: (260) 422-4681 • fax: (260) 422-4354 • www.fwsumc.org • facebook.com/firstwaynestreet

A SEASON OF CELEBRATION

Making the Connection   Page 3 

Holiday Happenings   Page 4

New Project   Pages 5

Monthly Calendar   Page 7

SERMONS ONLINE
Our Sunday sermons are posted on our website 
every week. Go to FWSUMC.org and click on the 
“Sermons” tab on the home page. Contact the 
church office if you would like a DVD of a worship 
service or a printed copy of a particular sermon.
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“Can I be a Christian on my own, or do I have to join a 
church?”

The Rev. Michael Lindvall raised that question in his 
book, “A Geography of God.”

How would you respond?  On the one hand, the answer 
is yes.  One can be a Christian without being a member of 
a church or even attending church!

But on the other hand, Rev. Lindvall goes on to say, “But 
it’s extraordinarily difficult, and in spite of all the foibles 
of church, it’s not nearly as much of a joy.”

Why does being part of a faith community matter?
It matters because we worship a God who is love, and 

love can only be shared and experienced in relationship.  
As Trinitarians, we believe in one God manifested in 
three ways — Father, Son and Holy Spirit — all one and 
in relationship.  And we are created in the image of God, 
called to be in relationship.  Being a Christian is no “Lone 
Ranger” deal!

And what about “joining the church”?  You don’t have 
to be a member of a church to be a follower of Jesus, 
but really what we are talking about here is making 

a commitment.  True love must have an element of 
commitment to it and Jesus often uses marriage as a 
metaphor for our relationship with him.  Dating is one 
thing, but marriage is something else entirely.  Marriage 
says, “I’m here for the long haul, through ups and downs, 
through good days and bad days, through joy and sorrow.  
I will always be here with you.” 

In this season of Advent and Christmas, we wait for 
and then celebrate the coming of Jesus.  God loves us 
so much that he dared to enrobe himself in the flesh 
and walk among us.  He wanted to give us the gift of 
relationship, the gift of love, the gift of commitment, the 
gift of salvation.  

God gave us an example in Jesus… who was no Lone 
Ranger!

I invite you to look for ways to be in relationship with 
others and to strengthen your commitment to Jesus 
Christ in this holiday season!

Christmas blessings,
Pastor Cheryl

Advent is a time to strengthen commitment to Jesus
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Back: Dick and Judy Peiserich

Front: Ruby Bultemeyer and Erikka Hall

Back row from left:  Kristen Bayman, Laurie 
Luebcke, Ron Luebcke

Front row: Eric Ehlers, Mary Ehlers, Rose Wright

New members

Did you know that First Wayne Street 
UMC has a Memorial Fund?  This fund 
generally receives gifts that have been 
given to honor a loved one at the time 
of their death, but donations may be 
given at any time to honor a loved 
one while they are still alive or on the 
anniversary of a special event like a 
wedding or a birthday.

These funds are overseen by the 
Memorial Committee, chaired by 
Carolyn Welch. The committee advises 
families of gifts received; thanks 
donors; and oversees the use of the 
gifts in ways that honor the wishes of 

the family, sometimes in consultation 
with the pastor.  Sometimes folks have 
ideas for the use of the funds and 
others offer the gift to be used in any 
way needed.

Some more recent examples of 
ways in which Memorial Funds have 
supported Christ’s ministry here at 
First Wayne Street include:
• “First Wayne Street” tent canopy that 
is used throughout the summer by the 
water bottle ministry, at Taste of the 
Arts booth and during Blessing of the 
Animals.

• Updates to the men’s restrooms in 
the church
• Camera for the organist to see the 
chancel area while playing
• Camera and tablet computer for our 
communications coordinator
• Cymbells—musical instruments to 
accompany the handbells
• New books and toys for the 
refurbished 3 year old-preK Sunday 
School class

For information, contact Pastor 
Cheryl, Carolyn Welch or the church 
office.

Memorial gifts to church remember, honor those we love
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Behold! Tidings of great joy
Family Gingerbread 
Houses 
6:30 pm Wednesday, December 4

Bring the whole family and make a 
gingerbread house together to take home!  
Each family (or individual) will use icing, 
candies, and creativity to decorate a 
gingerbread house.

(Cost: $10  pre-registration required)

“The Littlest Angel Choir” 
musical
10 am Sunday, December 15 

Worship on Sunday morning will include 
a FWS youth and children’s musical 
presentation of “The LIttlest Angel Choir.”  
This children’s musical illustrates the true 
meaning of Christmas and the miracle 
of Jesus’ birth, as told by our little First 
Wayne Street “angels.”

Youth Christmas party and 
sock exchange
11:30 am Sunday, December 15

Youth are invited to celebrate the season 
at the second annual Christmas party and 
sock exchange.

Bring a pair of Christmas socks (Ugly 
or Nice) to exchange, as well as a pair 
to donate, for an afternoon of fun and 
fellowship with our church family!

We’ll play fun Christmas games, 
decorate cookies, and more while we 
enjoy lunch with the ladies of Redemption 
House.

Members of the congregation are 
encouraged to donate socks as well, 

which will be given to Redemption House. 
Donations of cookie decorating supplies 
are also appreciated.

Christmas concert
7 pm Sunday, December 15

The First Wayne Street UMC Chamber 
Choir will perform a concert of Christmas 
choral music. This concert will feature the 
Ceremony of Carols by Benjamin Britten, 
accompanied by Anne Preucil Lewellen on 
harp, and other seasonal music, including 
music by Victoria, Stopford, Paulus, 
Willan and more. Admission is free; join 
us!

Life at the Table
7 pm Thursday, December 19  

Life at the Table, a unique dinner 
ministry that began this year, will host 
its Christmas dinner and service on 

Thursday, Dec. 19.
Guests should arrive between 5:30 and 

6pm. The meal, which will be in Fellowship 
Hall, will begin at 6 pm.

The evening will include a devotion, 
small group discussion, fellowship and 
carols. 

A menu of holiday favorites will be 
served, including  Baked Penne Pasta, 
Holiday Green Beans, Tossed Salad, Garlic 
Bread, Pistachio Dessert and Christmas 
Cookies.

Come for fellowship, carols and Jesus!

Christmas Eve Candlelight/
Communion Worship
7 pm Tuesday, December 24  

Include this special time of worship in 
your Christmas planning as we celebrate 
the birth of Jesus Christ!  Everyone is 
welcome at the Communion Table!

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace  
among those with whom he is pleased!
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Mission Possible Kids 
Our Mission Possible Kids are 

continuing to learn about God and the 
importance of giving back to others. 
Our last meeting involved helping our 
four-legged friends in need; the kids 
learned and discussed what the Bible 
says about having compassion and 
taking care of animals, and we also 
talked about popular animal stories 
in the Bible, such as Daniel and the 
Lions’ Den, Jonah and the Whale, and 
Noah’s Ark. As an outreach project, 
the kids made homemade peanut 

butter dog biscuits, which were then 
donated to the Allen County SPCA. 
Looking ahead, the kids will continue 
to focus on what the Bible says about 
giving and the importance of missions 
through scripture and outreach 
activities. 

Looking Ahead
Mad Ants Family Game Night on 

Friday, January 17th.
Join us for a fun night out and some 

great basketball at the Mad Ants 

game! This is an intergenerational 
event and all are welcome. Tickets are 
just $10 each, and kids 12 and under 
are free! (child tickets will be paid for 
by the First Wayne Street Children’s 
Fund). Tickets must be ordered in 
advance. Look for sign-up information 
coming soon! Contact Audra Reinders 
for more information.

Weather permitting, we will be 
having a family tobogganing trip up to 
Pokagon in February. Date TBA soon.

Children’s Ministry

As many of you know, our largest 
50-year-old air conditioning unit that 
cools the sanctuary has finally given out.

After much soul-searching, the Board 
of Trustees has made the decision to 
entirely replace the unit at a cost of 
$68,000, which will deplete our big 
project savings account for the time 
being.  

There are several other projects on 
their “wish list” that you are invited to 
consider supporting as a special gift to 
the church.  No gift is too small.

New flooring in Room 115
Cost: $5,000
This room is one of the highest traffic 

areas of the church and the aging glued 
(and reglued) carpet has come loose in 
multiple places.  This covers removing 
the carpet, sealing the concrete and 
installing new tile.  

Boiler repair
Cost: $7,250
This project would repair a control unit 

on one of the church boilers. This boiler 
is one that provides heat to a portion of 
the Education building. (A gift of $1,000 
has been received.)

New computers
Cost: $200
The Trustees are in the process of 

evaluating and upgrading the church’s 
computer system due to the rollout of 
Windows 10. We have a hodgepodge of 
aging computers and the Trustees have 
found a good source for reconditioned 
computers for non-profit organizations. 
Pastor Cheryl and Audra Reinders would 
receive new computers to help their 
ministries. 

Our server has already been 
replaced along with the secretary and 
receptionist’s computers.

If you have questions, please contact 
Pastor Cheryl (cheryl.garbe@inumc.org) 
or Board Chair Lowell Griffin 
(LGriffin@griffinres.com) 

FWSUMC wish list
For God so 
loved the 

world that he 
gave his one 

and only Son, 
that whoever 

believes in 
him shall not 

perish but 
have 

eternal 
life.
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First Wayne street staFF

Senior Minister:  Rev. Cheryl Garbe
Visitation Pastor: Rev. Jan Funk

Ministry Staff
Director of Music & Organist: Dr. Geoffrey North

Director of Congregational Life & Nurture: 
Audra Reinders

Children’s Choir Director: Phyllis Boester
Youth Director: Kim Truesdell

Support Staff
Office Manager/Bookkeeper:  Connie Boren

Head Custodian: Cesar Anzaldua
Security Officer: Kenneth “Bart” Bartholomew
Communications Coordinator: Kim Truesdell

Childcare Providers
Jane Daniels, Brooke Orellana,  

Angi Reinking, Carrie Hogle 

What Should God’s Church 
Look Like?

We live in decisive times.
Our futures in The United Methodist 

Church are in the process of being 
determined by decisions being made 
and supported by people like us.

Whether or not these proposed 
changes ever occur, our choices will 
have helped create a direction for 
God’s Church.  Why did we choose a 
certain direction—or not?  Christians, 
maybe United Methodists, years from 
now may want to better understand 
how we reached our conclusions so 
that they may, in other challenges, 
better reach theirs.  Sometimes it is 
in hearing the opinions and stories of 
other Christians, that our own ideas 
are affirmed or changed.

We do not have many personal 
statements from the time of the split 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
due to slavery.  Those narratives might 
have helped us in our decision-making 
today.  This is our opportunity to write 
history for today:

To share our views with each other
To share how God is guiding us

To share how God’s word has led us 
in confusing and difficult times

Pastor Cheryl, Ad Council Chair Cory 
Miller and Lay Leader Ron Marker 
have shared their expectations that 
some sort of vote will be needed by 
members of First Wayne Street UMC in 
the future, to determine our direction 
in response to the outcome of General 
Conference 2020.  This collection 
of insights, narratives, meditations 
and scriptural interpretations may 
be useful in comprehending who we 
are as a congregation and where we 
stand on this historic choice.  It will 
give us the chance to listen in on one 
another’s thoughts and experiences.

If you are willing to share your 

feelings, experiences and/or spiritual 
insights on the UMC’s position on 
homosexuality or what you feel or 
hope for the future, you are invited 
to write them out and drop them off 
at the Welcome Center or email them 
to Rev. Harris at barbmike55@gmail.
com.  You may sign your name or 
remain anonymous.  Brochures are 
available at the Welcome Center to 
help guide your writing with questions 
for you to consider as you write. Rev. 
Harris will be compiling the responses 
and making them available periodically 
so that you can read what your 
brothers and sisters in Christ have to 
say.  

Remember, as the denomination 
decides how it will move forward, 
annual conferences, individual 
congregations, church members and 
clergy will have to decide how they will 
move forward.  Think about sharing 
your reasons with the rest of us.  You 
may help us make a choice.  

Questions?  Feel free to email Pastor 
Mike (barbmike55@gmail.com) or call 
him at 415-1627.

A project led by Rev. Mike Harris, retired UMC elder



  Page 6    •   December 2019 Good News

Mission Offering
  Bishop’s Christmas Offering for 

Children.
This Special Offering will be received at 

our Christmas Eve worship service. As in 
prior years, this offering will be divided to 
help meet the needs of these 5 children’s 
ministry areas: 
•  First-time campers and needy children 
attending our Indiana Conference camps 
•  The 3 Indiana United Methodist-related 
children and youth homes
•  Local/district outreach projects that 
service children’s needs
•  UM Advance projects 
•  The Bishop’s fund for emerging 
children’s projects and any costs 
associated with this special offering

Food Cart
The Food Cart in the Narthex is for food 

item donations for the East Wayne Street 
Center’s food pantry.  In October, we 
collected 46.5 lbs. of food. 

 

Prayer concerns
Our sympathies to Bill Hatlem and 

family on the death of his wife, Sara Lee 
Hatlem, who passed away on Friday, 
October 25.  

Address changes
Kristen Bayman; 1825 Noble Kinsmen 

Pl.; Fort Wayne, IN   46818; klbayman@
gmail.com

Eric & Mary Ehlers; eandmehlers@
gmail.com

Al Fishburn; no longer has landline
Chad & Ally Fortman; 11831 Tonkel Road; 

Fort Wayne, IN  46845-9658
Ashlee Hargens; amgarner24@gmail.

com
Ron & Laurie Luebcke; reluebcke@

comcast.net 
Shelby Reinking; 401 Spencerport Road, 

Apt. 3; Rochester, NY  14606
Rose Wright;  rosewright39@icloud.

com

Help Needed
The first and second Tuesday mornings 

are open.  If you can volunteer two days 
a month, that would be great!  This is the 
day that I work entering contributions 
and doing payables, both things that 
require concentration for accuracy.  
Connie Boren

Office Manager/Bookkeeper
P.S.  Thank you  Sheila Stahl for 

covering the 3rd & 4th Tuesday 
mornings.

Stephen Ministry News
Stephen Ministers will go out to lunch 

on Tuesday, December 17, at 12:30 pm.  
Place TBD.

Ongoing support groups
 For those wanting support past what 

we offer here, there are many choices:
Women’s Grief Support Group, for those 

who are grieving the loss of spouse or 
significant other; 2 to 3:30 pm, second 
and fourth Wednesdays of each month; 
Peggy F. Murphy Community Grief Center, 
5920 Homestead Road.

Men’s Grief Support Group, for those 
who are grieving the loss of spouse or 
significant other; 5:30 to 7 pm, first and 
third Tuesdays of each month; Peggy F. 
Murphy Community Grief Center, 5920 
Homestead Road.

We the Living, for those who have lost 
a loved one to suicide; 7 to 9 pm, second 
Wednesday of each month; Peggy F. 
Murphy Community Grief Center, 5920 
Homestead Road.

Recent Loss Grief Support, for those 
who have lost a loved one within two 
years; 5:30 to 7 pm, second and fourth 
Tuesdays of each month; Peggy F. 
Murphy Community Grief Center, 5920 
Homestead Road.

Good News Deadline
DEADLINE for the JANUARY Good 

News is Saturday, December 7.    Items 

should be e-mailed to Kim Truesdell, our 
newsletter Editor, at kmtruesdell@gmail.
com or dropped off in the office.

 

Member recognition
The Fort Wayne Philharmonic 

celebrated its 75th anniversary this year.  
In their article, they mentioned some 
members that had been with them for 
many years.  

One of them was Eloise Guy, a member 
of First Wayne Street.  

She joined the Philharmonic in 1952, 
shortly after graduating from college.  
After auditioning (violin), she was placed 
as the associate concertmaster.  During 
the early years with the orchestra, Eloise 
saw musicians like Benny Goodman and 
Harry James perform with the orchestra.

End-of-the-year giving
Don’t forget that all year-end giving 

needs to be postmarked or received by 
December 31, 2019, to be counted for 
giving this year.

If you plan to pay any of your pledge by 
giving stocks, please be sure to inform 
our bookkeeper, Connie Boren (when 
stocks will be deposited, name of stocks, 
and how many shares).  Also give your 
stockbroker the following information:

Church stockbroker:  Phillips Financial
DTC# 0226
Acct Name:  First Wayne Street UMC
Acct# 678-227293
 

Ushers Needed
The Fort Wayne Philharmonic will host 

its Messiah concerts at First Wayne 
Street UMC. We need one more person 
on Dec. 19 and three people to usher 
on Dec. 20.  They will need to arrive 
45 minutes early (at 6:45 p.m.), dress 
either in Christmas attire or in black, 
pass out programs and direct people to 
bathrooms. This is a great opportunity to 
give hospitality to those attending this 
event at our church.  If you would like to 
be an usher, please contact Connie Boren 
(422-4681). 

Congregational Life



SUNDAY, DEC. 1
First Sunday of Advent
Communion Sunday
11:30 am Youth Council 

TUESDAY, DEC. 3
9:30 am UMW Executive 
Meeting

SATURDAY, DEC. 7 
Good News Deadline

SUNDAY, DEC. 8 
Second Sunday of Advent
UMW Holiday Bazaar
 

MONDAY, DEC. 9
6 pm Staff Parish Meeting       

TUESDAY, DEC. 10
11:30 am Staff Meeting
Noon Mary Ruth Fellowship-
lunch
6:30 pm Hannah Fellowship

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 11           
3 pm GriefShare
5:45 pm Children’s Dress 
Rehearsal

THURSDAY, DEC. 12    
5:30 pm Outreach Committee 
Meeting           
     

SATURDAY, DEC. 14 
9 am Chamber Choir Re-
hearsal 
Noon Children’s Dress 
Rehearsal 

SUNDAY, DEC. 15    
Third Sunday of Advent
UMW Holiday Bazaar
10 am Children’s Christmas 
Musical
11:30 am Youth Christmas 
Party & Sock Exchange 
7 pm Chamber Choir Concert    
        

MONDAY, DEC. 16
6 pm Trustees Meeting       

TUESDAY, DEC. 17 
Good News Folders (pm)
12:30 pm Stephen Ministry 
eat out

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 18          
Good News Mailers (am)

5:45 pm   Children’s Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:15 pm Gym
6:30 pm Gloria Ringers 

THURSDAY, DEC. 19    
5:30 pm Life at the Table         
7:30 pm FW Phil Messiah 
Concert

FRIDAY, DEC. 20 
7:30 pm FW Phil Messiah 
Concert         

SUNDAY, DEC. 22    
Fourth Sunday of Advent

TUESDAY, DEC. 24 
Christmas Eve – office open 
until noon
7 pm     Christmas Eve Service

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 25           
Christmas Day – Office 
closed    

THURSDAY, DEC. 26    
Office Closed

SUNDAY, DEC. 29
11:30 am Reception for Elea-
nor Allen’s 100th Birthday   

TUESDAY, DEC. 31 
New Year’s Eve – office open 
until noon
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WEEKLY 
EVENTS
SUNDAYS
8:30 am Preschool Child 
Care
8:30 am Choir Rehearsal
9 am Sunday School
10 am Worship

WEDNESDAYS
5 pm Meal
6:30 pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal
7:30 pm Sanctuary 
Choir Rehearsal
8:30 pm Chamber Choir 
Rehearsal

ANNIVERSARIES 
Dec. 7: Todd & Heather Phillips
Dec. 13: Mark & Kim Truesdell
Dec. 20: Charles & Carolyn Welch
Dec. 21: Chris & April Dodds
Dec. 29: Dick & Sarah Phillips
Dec. 31: David & Melissa Madara

BIRTHDAYS
Dec. 1: Cheryl Garbe
Dec. 2: Gabe Selig
Dec. 3: John Kinnaley, Aidan Reinders
Dec. 4: Dixie Arter, Inez Burch, Gene 

Evans, Tom Webb
Dec. 5: Marilyn Green
Dec. 7: Isaiah Reinders
Dec. 8: Eric Ehlers, Mel Jones
Dec. 9: Holly Redding, Teresa Tracey
Dec. 10:  Gerry Garbe, Dave L. Jones, 
Marilyn Yoder
Dec. 11: Max Elliott
Dec. 12: Dale Lutz, Cheryl Mathews, 
Audra Reinders, Dave Stouder
Dec. 13: Rob Nolot, Gene Redding
Dec. 14: Lionel Kreamer, Alan Rothman
Dec. 15: Madeline Garvin

Dec. 16: Debbie Northway
Dec. 17: Eleanor Allen, Jax Dodds, Barb 
Harris
Dec. 18: Austin Candor, Janet Carlson
Dec. 19: Jane Harshman
Dec. 21: Peg Candor, Matt Mroczkowski, 
Joan Pattison
Dec. 24: Anne Scofield
Dec. 26: Lynda Smith
Dec. 28: Becky Dodds, Kaisen Johnson
Dec. 29: Ron Blue, Kent Maxwell, Tom 
May
Dec. 30: Barbara Doyle, Elena Wynn
Dec. 31: Mel Grabner, Brandon Schmidt

Monthly Calendar
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Celebrate the birth of Jesus 
this holiday season with your 

First Wayne Street family!
Find information about events 
and save the date on page 3.


