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If you have been hibernating 
all winter, you may be missing 
out on the exciting news that 
Reverend Jason Morris has 
been appointed as our new 
pastor effective July 1, 2020. 
You may be wondering why 
this is so exciting… So many 
reasons!

Pastor Jason’s education, 
gifts, talents and experience 
makes him a great match for 
our congregation. After getting 
a degree in Music Education at 
Ball State University, Pastor

Jason did his seminary 
training at the Methodist 
School of Theology in 
Delaware, Ohio. He has 
over 20 years of ministry 
experience, most recently 
planting a church at a YMCA 
in Fort Wayne through St. 
Joseph United Methodist. 
His skill set includes music, 
worship leadership, community 
engagement, leadership 
development, preaching and 
teaching.

Many facts about Pastor 
Jason impressed the Staff 
Parish Relations Committee: 
his thoughtful and genuine 
responses to our questions, his 

sense of humor, his youthful 
energy, and his deep sense 
of commitment. Pastor Jason 
has a passion for reaching 
the disillusioned and the lost. 
He is a visionary leader with a 
real heart for the community 
and the church’s role in 
making disciples for Christ 
and reaching beyond our 
walls. The committee feels he 

has the skills to reach some 
of the many unchurched 
people who live downtown. He 
has been endorsed for First 
Wayne Street ministry, without 
reservation, by those who have 
worked with him. 

After learning of Pastor 
Jason’s history and skill set, 
Pastor Cheryl’s response was, 
“First Wayne Street will be 

exceptionally well served by 
this appointment!”

In addition, a delightful family 
has been appointed to First 
Wayne Street! Pastor Jason’s 
wife, Emily, is also music 
education major from Ball 
State University. They have two 
daughters, Samantha (13) and 
Jocelyn (10). Pastor Jason’s 
parents (both retired music 
educators) live in Fort Wayne 
and he and Emily have other 
family members in Indiana and 
Ohio. 

As a family they enjoy hiking, 
swimming, and state parks. 
The girls’ interests include art, 
baking, reading, engineering, 
videography, photography 
and travel (Samantha); and 
singing, acting, musical 
theater, dancing, make-
up, fashion and the beach 
(Jocelyn). Emily’s interests 
are music (especially singing), 
nature, hiking, Italian food, 
reading and family and friends. 
For Pastor Jason… coffee, 
reading, hiking, skateboarding, 
Harley motorcycles, and 
cooking. 

Be watching for ways you 
can help welcome Pastor 
Jason, Emily, Samantha and 
Jocelyn to our church family. 
It’s exciting news and exciting 
times are coming.

New pastor to join FWSUMC
Marj Gamble
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The boilers serving the main 
church area were installed in 2015.  
The cost has decreased more than 
30 cents per “heating day” in the 
past nine years, for an adjusted 
savings of about $1,800 a year.

The cost comparison is based on 
adjusting the therms used to 2019 
and then adjusting for heating days.  
It is noted that 2019 figures are 
“skewed,” in that in December, there 
was a malfunction in the thermostat 
for the sanctuary and it was calling 
for heat when it was not necessary.  
This issue has been resolved.  

A reminder:  Keep the Foundation 
in mind when doing your estate 
planning.  A gift to the Foundation 
is a gift that keeps on giving.  For 
more information about giving to 
the Foundation, please contact the 
church office at 422-4681.

Respectfully submitted,

Lowell Griffin, Chair 
John Carlson, Vice Chair 
Tony Norton, Secretary
Dan Metzger   
Gary Goodwin   
Donna Hochstetler
Roger Zartman 
David Jones   
Todd Phillips
Pastor Cheryl Garbe (Staff)

Boilers continue to provide cost savings
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Mission Possible Kids
As springtime approaches and the 

weather improves, one of the animals 
we traditionally associate with the 
season is your friendly neighborhood 
bunny...even at Mission Possible Kids! 

In honor of our furry friends, kids will 
create “Sock Bunnies” to help brighten 
up someone’s day. 

Children will vote as to where 
they want their sock bunnies to go; 
possible options will be a nursing 
home, the Rescue Mission/Charis 

House, or a local advocacy center. 
This small act of kindness will help to 

make the recipients feel remembered 
and ready to celebrate Spring.

Family Day at the TinCaps 
 The Children’s Council is organizing 

a churchwide outing to see the 
TinCaps game on May 3. 

The game is at 1 p.m. May 3, a perfect 
time to stay downtown after service 
and enjoy an afternoon at Parkview 
Field.

Tickets will be $9.50 each, and we 
will be sitting on the third base line. 

Ticket order forms will be available 
soon and deadline to order is April 26.

Save the Dates
Mother’s Day Bake Sale: Sunday, 

May 10 starting at 8:30 a.m.
Rummage Sale: Saturday, July 11
Ice Cream Social: Saturday, July 18
VBS: July 20-23

Children and Families

Help welcome the Rev. Morris
Welcoming a new pastor is an exciting 

time — for the congregation and the new 
minister. To maximize this new beginning, 
it is important to prepare spiritually, 
cognitively and emotionally for a new 
chapter.

As a congregation, First Wayne Street 
UMC can help prepare for the new pastor’s 
appointment. 

Prayer and Card Shower 
for the Morris Family

The Staff Parish Relations Committee 
is asking members and families to select 
a week (between March 1 and the end of 
June) during which you agree to send a 
card to Pastor Jason and his family and 
to pray for their transition and ministry at 
First Wayne Street. Please sign up in the 
narthex for the week of your choice; a sign 
up sheet and more information is available 
starting March 1.

Photo Shoot
Coming soon… youth capturing you as 

you enter the sanctuary on a random 
Sunday morning asking to take your 
picture! 

We will be putting together a photo 

book, with names, to help our new pastor 
learn the members and friends of our 
congregation. Say “yes” and smile ; we 
need you included!

The photos will be taken on several 
Sundays this spring: March 8, March 22, 
March 29, and April 19. 

Pray
Members can pray for the pastor as 

he preapres to make the transition from 
St. Joe UMC to our congregation. Also 
consider making a commitment to pray 
daily for your pastor throughout the 
duration of his or her ministry. Once the 
honeymoon period is over and the daily 
grind of ministry begins, praying for 
your pastor will strengthen your pastor’s 
ministry and will fortify your bond with 
your pastor.
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Holy Week and Easter 
traditionally provide a wealth of 
opportunities for remembering, 
meditating and celebrating at 
church. Adults may set aside 
time for more intense prayer, 
study and service. But what do 
families, especially those with 
younger children, do at home 
for Holy Week and Easter?

“While many families 
celebrate Advent in the 
home, it may be harder to 
observe Holy Week at home,” 
acknowledged Lynn Gilliam. 
“After all, it’s much easier to 
talk with our children about 
the baby in the manger than 
it is to discuss Jesus’ death 
and the events leading up to it. 
But just as the observance of 
Advent helps us to prepare for 
the celebration of Christmas, 
observing Holy Week helps 
prepare us for the joyous 
celebration of Easter.”

Gilliam, senior editor of 
Pockets, a magazine for 
children published by The 
Upper Room, shared several 
ideas to help families journey 
toward Easter together and 
then to make Easter a season 
long, rather than one-day, 
celebration.

Have simpler meals. Fasting, 
one of the most ancient 
spiritual disciplines, is not 
appropriate for everyone, 
certainly not for young 
children. But simplifying meals 
can remind everyone of the 
solemnity of the week leading 
up to sunset on Holy Saturday. 
Simply eliminating desserts is 
an easy way to do this. Talk to 
your children about how giving 
up something we enjoy can 
remind us of Jesus’ giving up 
his life for us.

Read together about the 
events of the last weeks 
of Jesus’ life in your Bible. 
Children who are old enough 
and enjoy reading can read 
some of the passages to the 
family. “Easter Eggs with a 
Difference” provides one way 
to read many of the pertinent 
passages with your family and 
talk about them.

Add the events of Holy Week 
to your family prayers. For 
example, you could pray, “God, 
we remember today how Jesus 
served his friends by washing 
their feet. Help us to serve 
others, too.”

On Easter Sunday, celebrate 
at home — as well as at 
church — in a big way. Make 
“Christ is risen!” banners to 
hang around the house. Have 
a special food. If fresh flowers 
— a colorful symbol of new life 
— are available, bring some in 
to decorate the spaces where 
your family gathers. Teach your 
children the traditional Easter 
greeting “Alleluia! Christ is 
risen!” and the response “The 
Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!”

Other ideas include:
Give up technology (TV, cell 

phones, Internet) for a period 
of time and spend that time as 
a family engaged in community 
service. (This is another way to 
teach children about fasting.)

Use an age-appropriate 
Lenten Bible study or read 
The Legend of the Easter Egg 
(Zondervan) by Lori Walburg.

Plant seeds (marigold, 
petunia or grass seeds) in an 
eggshell carton filled with dirt; 
sprouting seeds send a clear 
message to children of the 
power of new life.

Check Pinterest and online 
blogs for Lent- and Easter-
related craft ideas.

Watch the sunrise together 
on Easter morning (the time 
of day the Resurrection was 
discovered) before going to 
church.

Talking about Holy 
Week

During Lent, Holy Week 
and Easter, children may ask 
pointed and difficult questions 
about why Jesus had to die 
or the events leading up to 
his death and Resurrection. 
While parents should be 
mindful about how they talk 
about the details, children can 
process them when shared 
appropriately.

“Children are open to the 
cycle of life and the reality 
that everything has birth 
and dies,” said Melanie C. 
Gordon, director of ministry 
with children at Discipleship 
Ministries. “We only need to 
make it simple for them. Talk 
to them in terms they will 
understand.

“One way to engage children 
in looking at the cycle of life 
during Lent,” Gordon offers, 
“is through a camera lens by 
seeking out images that help 
us turn to God.” The Florida 
Annual Conference invites 
people to post pictures to 
social media that relate to daily 
devotions on their blog. This is 
an excellent way to use media 
as a positive tool,” Gordon 
says. 

Sharing the painful and sad 
story of Good Friday with your 
children can be challenging. 
“We talk about the day Jesus 

died, that he died on a cross 
and that it hurt,” said Mark 
Burrows, director of children’s 
ministries at First United 
Methodist Church in Fort 
Worth, Texas. “But we don’t 
focus on what people did to 
Jesus. Instead, we focus on 
what Jesus was doing for them 
— blessing the people, asking 
God to forgive, even blessing 
another who is on the cross.”

Burrows reminds parents 
“children can’t un-see 
images or un-hear words.” 
He continues, “I work very 
hard to be honest without 
being graphic.” During 
these conversations, it’s 
good to remind children that 
sometimes feeling sad is OK 
and that God is with us even in 
our sadness.

Easter is a season
To continue the celebration 

throughout the Easter season, 
Gilliam suggested “creating a 
family worship space — a table, 
a corner of the family room, 
wherever the family can gather 
— if you don’t already have 
one. Decorate the space for 
Easter with symbols of new life 
— flowers, a budding branch, 
pictures of butterflies or baby 
animals (invite children to 
draw these or cut them out 
from old magazines), etc. 
In the days following Easter 
Sunday, gather there each day 
as a family to pray together 
and read a short passage of 
scripture about the events 
following the Resurrection.”

By Cindy Solomon, a 
marketing consultant and 
content writer living for the 
UMC. 

Remembering Holy Week at home
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Senior Minister:  Rev. Cheryl Garbe
Visitation Pastor: Rev. Jan Funk

Ministry Staff
Director of Music & Organist: Dr. Geoffrey North

Director of Congregational Life & Nurture: 
Audra Reinders

Children’s Choir Director: Phyllis Boester
Youth Director: Kim Truesdell

Support Staff
Office Manager/Bookkeeper:  Connie Boren

Head Custodian: Cesar Anzaldua
Security Officer: Kenneth “Bart” Bartholomew
Communications Coordinator: Kim Truesdell

Childcare Providers
Jane Daniels, Brooke Orellana,  

Angi Reinking, Carrie Hogle 

Are you ready to head for a place where 
the hills meet the sky? 

On Sunday, March 22, First Wayne 
Street United Methodist Church will 
host a special concert —”Come Away to 
the Skies: A Celebration of the Music of 
Appalachia.” 

It will be at 5 pm in the sanctuary. 
Admission is free.

The concert will feature the FWSUMC 
Chamber and Sanctuary choirs, as well as 
the Trine University Choir. 

The unique presetation will include a  
complete performance of a “bluegrass” 
mass. This mass, called Come Away to 
the Skies: a High Lonesome Mass, is a 
piece that combines the traditional mass 
texts (Kyrie, Gloria, Credo, Sanctus and 
Agnus Dei, sung mostly in English) with 
traditional gospel hymns such as Do Lord, 
Holy Manna and What Wondrous Love Is. 

The voices of the combined choirs will 
be accompanied by a bluegrass band of 
fiddle, guitar, mandolin, banjo, bass and 
drums. 

In addition to the mass the concert will 
feature various short choral pieces sung 
by the choirs individually and in unison. 

Don’t miss this unique, toe-tapper of a 
concert!

To the sky: 
Spring choir 
concert set

Join us this Lenten season as we 
prepare for this exciting time in our 
spiritual lives.

There will be a number of ways to get 
involved and reflect during this holy time. 
There will be Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday services, as well as our Easter 
Sunday worship.

Easter Sunday is a time of true 
celebraiton. The altar will be adorned 
with flowers, and we will share fellowship 
over hot cross buns. For our youngest 
members, there will be a traditional Easter 
egg hunt. 

The egg hunt will be on the third floor fo 
the church, and it will begin at 9 am. There 
will not be Sunday school that morning.

Here’s how you can support these 
efforts:  

Easter Flowers 
It’s time to order Easter flowers.  Order 

forms are in this bulletin.  Additional forms 
are at the Welcome Center.  Please fill out 
the form, attach check or cash, and return 
to the church office.  Deadline for orders 
will be listed in the bulletin.

Easter Candy Needed
Please help us out by donating 

individually wrapped Easter candy for our 
Easter egg hunt.    Leaving the candy in the 
container outside the office door started 
February 24. We will continue collecting 
through April 8.

Hot Cross Buns for Easter
We have one family signed up to pay for 

the hot cross buns, but could use another 
family to help fund the expense.  The total 
cost is $139.60 for one family, $69.80 if 
split between two families.  Please sign up 
and pay half.

Easter HOP-penings
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Mission Offering
UMCOR Sunday (formerly called “One 

Great Hour of Sharing”) supports the 
work of the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief, our Global United Methodist 
Church humanitarian relief and 
development organization. This special 
offering underwrites UMCOR’s “costs of 
doing business.” 

While most non-profit agencies deduct 
a small amount of each dollar given, your 
support through this special offering 
ensures that 100% of gifts given to 
UMCOR will go to help those who need 
it most. Through UMCOR, the United 
Methodist Church can respond quickly 
with funds to address immediate needs 
and grants to support long-term recovery. 

UMCOR focuses on disaster 
preparedness, recovery and response 
as well as migration and sustainable 
development in both the United States 
and globally. Please give generously, to 
“UMCOR Sunday.”

Food Cart
The Food Cart in the Narthex is for food 

item donations for the East Wayne Street 
Center’s food pantry.  In January, we 
collected 43.67 lbs. of food. 

Souper Bowl of Caring Results – We  
collected 155 cans of soup.  A big THANK 
YOU to all who participated.

Lenten Fishes & Loaves We are  
collecting cans of tuna, mackerel, salmon, 
and boxes of crackers for the East Wayne 
Street Center for Lent.

Prayer Concerns 
Our sympathies to Ron and Laurie 

Luebcke on the death of Laurie’s father, 
Charles Mitschelen, who passed away on 
Monday, February 3.  He was 83.

Praises
My Dear Friends at First Wayne Street 

UMC, 
I wish I had the words to tell you exactly 

how much Christmas meant to me and 

my children.  There would have been NO 
Christmas if you had not helped us. The 
kids loved their toys and their clothes. I 
loved all my gifts, too.  And thank you for 
the gift cards.

Thank you for all the blessings you have 
given us.

Leasha and children
 
Dear First Wayne Street,
Thank you for your generous gift to 

A Hope Center (Koinonia S. S. Class).  
Because of you, we can help women in the 
Fort Wayne and Columbia City areas.  Not 
only does your donation help women with 
any physical helps, sometimes they also 
turn to us for counseling.

In Him,
Jo Faulkner, Executive Director 

Address Changes
Shirley Evans; 3715 Union Chapel Road, 

#111; Fort Wayne, IN  46845; (260) 637-
8916

Pat Lee; winter address thru 4/12; 
Ivanhoe Unit 101; 26868 Wedgewood 
Drive; Bonita Springs, FL  34134

Rev. Angelo & Marie Mante; 2318 
Webster Street; Fort Wayne, IN  46807; 
angelo.mante@inumc.org 

Carol Maxwell; carolmaxwell1941@gmail.
com

Irma Moeller; 15020 S. Haborside Drive; 
Fort Wayne, IN  46814

Stan & Connie Phillips; winter address 
thru 4/30; 21 S. Forest Beach, #437; 
Hilton Head, SC  29928

Stephen Ministry News
Leader for March 24 Meeting: Inez Burch

UMW News
The church’s chapter of United 

Methodist Women  has several 
happenings in March.

The executive committee will meet at 
9:30 a.m. Tuesday, March 3.

The general meeting and luncheon will 
be at noon Tuesday, March 10, at Don 
Hall’s Guesthouse, 1313 W. Washington 
Center Road. Linda Elliott will lead the 
program, Prayer and Self Denial.

On March 23, the UMW will play bingo at 
Byron Health Center. The event begins at 
1:30 p.m. and is in conjunction with Turner 
Chapel AME. Please contribute suitable 
items for prizes and place in the box near 
the UMW bulletin board in the hallway. 
Items include toiletries (especially men’s), 
snacks and 75 cents in quarters (in 
baggies).

Lost and Found
Below are items in our Lost and Found 

drawer. The Lost and Found drawer is in 
the bottom drawer of the credenza in the 
front office (where the coffee maker is). 
Please check to see if any items are yours:

Gray XL casual long-sleeved shirt, black 
umbrella (Edward Jones Investments 
printed on it), XL camouflage jacket, and 
infants size 6 gray tennis shows with 
velcro

New Items:  lady’s brown gloves and ring 
(both found in Narthex), black circular 
scarf, and pearl earring

March/April. Devotionals 
Available 

The Upper Room devotionals  are 
available in the literature rack by the coat 
racks. 

 
Daylights Saving 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks 
FORWARD one hour before bed on 
Saturday, March 7. The time change is 
effective Sunday, March 8.

 
Good News Deadline

DEADLINE for the APRIL Good News 
is Sunday, March 15.    Items should be 
e-mailed to Kim Truesdell, our newsletter 
Editor, at kmtruesdell@gmail.com or 
dropped off in the office. 

Congregational Life



SUNDAY, MARCH 1    
1st Sunday in Lent
Communion Sunday

TUESDAY, MARCH 3
9:30 am UMW Exec. Meeting

FRIDAY, MARCH 6 
World Day of Prayer                 
     

SATURDAY, MARCH 7 
Set your clock 1 hour forward tonight

SUNDAY, MARCH 8    
2nd Sunday in Lent
Daylight Savings Time Begins
11:30 am Youth Brown Bag Lunch and 
Visit FW Museum of Art
        

TUESDAY, MARCH 10 
9:30 am UMW General Meeting
11:30 am Staff Meeting

THURSDAY, MARCH 12
5:30 pm Outreach Committee Meeting 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 14 
9:30 am Choirs Music Rehearsal 

SUNDAY, MARCH 15    
3rd Sunday in Lent

MONDAY, MARCH 16 
6 pm  Trustees Meeting
6 pm  Staff Parish Meeting       

THURSDAY, MARCH 19
5:30 pm Life at the Table
6:30 pm Children’s Council Meeting         

FRIDAY, MARCH 20    
5:30 pm Boomerangs Potluck Dinner at 
Heritage Pointe Clubhouse

SATURDAY, MARCH 21 
8 am Choir Rehearsal 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22    
4th Sunday in Lent
5 pm Spring Choir Concert 

MONDAY, MARCH 23 
6 pm Administrative  Council Meeting
6:30 pm Pine Hill Country Day School 
Opera    

TUESDAY, MARCH 24 
Good News Folders (pm)
11:30 am Staff Meeting

1 pm Stephen Ministry

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25           
Good News Mailers (am)

SUNDAY, MARCH 29    
5th Sunday in Lent
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WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAYS
8:30 am Preschool Child Care
8:30 am Choir Rehearsal
9 am Sunday School
10 am Worship
11:15 am Sanctuary Bells Rehearsal

SUNDAYS
4 pm Making the Connection, Early 
Shift Class
5 pm Meal
5:45 pm Cherub Choir/Wesley 
Singers
6 pm Healing School
6 pm Youth Fellowship
6 pm Late Shift Class
6:15 pm Mission Possible Kids 
6:30 pm Praise Team Rehearsal
7:30 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
8:30 pm Chamber Choir Rehearsal 

ANNIVERSARIES 
March 1: Kim & Teresa Tracey
March 16: Dan & Deb Metzger
March 19: Allen & Kenna Davis
March 20: Andy & Peg Candor

BIRTHDAYS
March 1: Al Gross, Ben Her-
mann, Donna Hochstetler, 
Brooke Miller
March 4: Ethan Oman

March 5: Ashlee Miller
March 6: Dwight Thomas
March 7: Katie North
March 9: Stephen May
March 10: Pastor Jan Funk
March 13: Avery Schiffli
March 16: Kate Schmidt
March 17:  DeWayne Schmidt, 
Elizabeth Schmidt
March 18: Bill Hatlem

March 20: Dillon Redding
March 21: Andy Candor
March 23: Walter Gilliland, 
Betty Schorr
March 24: Bryan Orellana
March 25: Lainey Dodds, Blair 
Phillips
March 28: Max Robison
March 30: Joseph Pose
Max Smith

Monthly Calendar
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SERMONS 
AVAILABLE

Paper copies of Pastor Cheryl’s 
current sermons are now available 
at the church Welcome Center. The 
Sunday sermons are also posted on 
our website. Go to FWSUMC.org and 
click on the “Sermons” tab on the 
home page. Contact the church office 
if you would like a DVD of a worship 
service.

FWSUMC to welcome new pastor, Jason Morris
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