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Slow down this season
The holiday season 

seems to arrive earlier 
and earlier. On the 
morning of Halloween, 
I was at a local retail 
store picking up candy 
for the trick or treat-
ers at the parsonage. 
To my surprise, the 
Halloween candy was 
hard to find! 

The Reese’s peanut 
butter cups and Kit 
Kats had been pushed 
back into a hard to 
find corner in order 
to make room for the 
Christmas displays!

Trick or treating 
had not even started 
and the world had 
already moved on. Not 
only that, they totally 
skipped over Thanks-
giving and went 
straight to Christmas!

Our world moves at 

an increasingly fast 
pace. We have ac-
cess to a wealth of 
information with a 
quick search on our 
phones or computers. 
Our televisions and 
streaming services 
offer access to thou-
sands of channels and 
a seemingly endless 
list of movies and 
programs. 

Using apps on our 

phones, we can order 
ahead at our favor-
ite coffee shops and 
restaurants so we 
don’t have to wait 3-5 
minutes in a line. 

On any given street 
throughout our city, it 
appears that the ma-
jority of drivers view 
the speed limits as 
mere suggestions and 
travel 5, 10 or 15 mph 
above the legal limit.

In the hustle and 
bustle of today’s 
world, it’s easy to miss 
the beauty all around 
us.

This Advent season, 
we will be invited to 
“slow down.” As we 
slow down, we will 
be encouraged to 
remember, reflect 
upon and celebrate 
the story of the birth 
of Jesus. Rather than 
being overwhelmed by 
a busy schedule and 
a never-ending to-do 
list, you will be invited 
to sit, to listen, to con-
template and to rest.

Join us each Sunday 
throughout the Advent 
season as we remem-
ber the hope, peace, 
love and joy found in 
Jesus.



Giving Tree
A BIG thank you to all of our 

congregation that participated in the 
Giving Tree Ministry. Thanks to the 
loving generosity of FWSUMC, our 
adopted families will be able to have a 
wonderful Christmas holiday!

Gingerbread House 
Decorating Workshop 

Wednesday, December 14 at 6:30 p.m.
Cost per family/gingerbread house: 

$10 
Everyone is invited to come join us 

for our annual Gingerbread House 

Decorating workshop! Come spend 
a fun time decorating a premade 
gingerbread house to take home for the 
Christmas season.  

Pre-registration is required, as 
supplies must be purchased and 
houses must be preassembled ahead 
of time. Sign-up sheets are available in 
the church hallway or RSVP via phone/
email to Audra.

Gather Cooks needed
We have an ongoing need for cooks 

for our Wednesday night Gather 
meals. There are several different food 

prep options: food cooked fresh on 
Wednesday night, food dropped off in 
a crockpot or stored in the refrigerator, 
or food could even be prepared ahead 
of time and frozen here at the church. 
All food can be purchased by FWS or 
food cost can be reimbursed. Please 
contact Audra for more information.

Mad Ants Winter Family 
Event

First Wayne Street families will be 
attending a Mad Ants game after 
the New Year. Please watch for more 
information coming soon!

We are very excited to announce that 
First Wayne Street will be going on a 
mission trip to Detroit, Michigan, from 
July 27-30. 

We are partnering with Motown 
Missions, a UMC mission founded 
in 2005, and we will likely be 
serving alongside their partnership 
organizations and neighbors in 
the mission areas of neighborhood 
construction and hunger/food 
ministries.

Motown Mission was founded in 2005 
through the United Methodist Church 
and continues in the spirit of the UMC’s 
commitment to grace, mission, and 
service as a means for individual and 
communal transformation. 

This will be a mixed-age trip, open to 
junior high youth through adults.

We will be leaving late afternoon on 
Thursday, doing mission work on Friday 
and Saturday, and leaving to return 
home on Sunday late morning after 

worship. 
There is also a “fun Detroit 

experience” either Friday or Saturday 
night that will be planned for us and 
included in the trip cost. Example 

activities include a Detroit Tigers game 
or a museum visit. 

An informational meeting will take 
place in January.

Children and Family Ministry
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Save the date: Summer mission trip
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Fill the season with worship
Christmas always feels like it 

is right around the corner. 
But our Advent sermon series 

will encourage us all to slow 
down this season as we prepare 
for Jesus’ arrival.

We will also explore how to 
connect with our Wesleyan 
heritage with the traditional 
Advent themes of Love, Hope, 
Joy, and Peace.

Christmas Eve services
Join us as we celebrate the 

birth of Jesus! 

First Wayne Street will offer 
two services on Christmas Eve. 
The 4 pm service will include 
communion, carols, and candle-
light. The 7 pm service will 
feature carols and candlelight.

Both services will be streamed 
live on our YouTube Channel.

Christmas Day service
A special opportunity for wor-

ship on Christmas Day will be 
available on our YouTube chan-
nel beginning at 10 am. There 
will be no in-person worship on 

Sunday, December 25.

New Year’s Day service
We will resume in-person 

worship on Sunday, January 1. 
Please note that Sunday school 
classes will not meet on New 
Year’s.

Office closings
Please check our Facebook 

page for information and up-
dates.

Youth Christmas party 
Spend an afternoon with our First 

Wayne Street family celebrating the 
Christmas season! 

The party will be 11 am to 1 pm 
December 18.

All students grades 6-12 are welcome 
to attend. Friends are always welcome! 

We will be playing Christmas-themed 
games with prizes, as well as have 
a White Elephant Exchange ($10 
maximum). Food will be provided. No 
signup required! Just show up! 

For more information, contact Kim at 
kmtruesdell@gmail.com.

Hygiene drive
As part of its Christmas party, the 

youth will be hosting a hygiene drive 

to benefit local women’s ministries like 
Redemption House.

Through December 30, the youth 
ministry will be collecting donated 
items in the church office.

Some examples of needed items 
include:

Shampoo
Body Wash/Bar Soap
Toothbrushes/Toothpaste
Deodorant
Feminine hygeine items
Travel toiletries and skin care items

Lunch sponsors
The First Wayne Street youth ministry 

meets the third Sunday of every month, 
from 11 am to 1 pm. This regular meeting 
is a time for students grade 6 to 12 to 

play games, have fun, and more!
A light lunch is served each month. 

You can support the youth ministry by 
choosing to sponsor A monthly lunch. 
Contact Kim for more information.

Save the date:  
Chili cook-off

Get out your crockpots and chili 
recipes! 

Support the youth group by bringing 
your prepared chili to church before 
service on February 12 (Super Bowl 
Sunday). Each chili will be numbered 
and attendees will be able to vote for 
their favorite. 

All money will benefit the FWSUMC 
Youth Group! 

Stay tuned for details.

Youth Ministry
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Mission Offering
This Indiana Conference Special 

Offering is our focus mission for 
December.  The offering will be divided to 
help meet the needs of these 5 children’s 
ministry areas: 

• Impact 2818, the Indiana Conference 
camping ministry

• The three Indiana United Methodist-
related children and youth homes: 
Bashor United Methodist Home, Indiana 
United Methodist Children’s Home, and 
United Methodist Youth Home

• Local outreach projects
• United Methodist advance projects 
(national and global)

• Bishop’s fund for emergency children’s 
project and the promotion of this 
offering

Year-end giving 
It’s once again that time of year to be 

thinking about year-end giving!
Please consider First Wayne Street and 

staff bonuses as you plan your year-end 
gifts. Watch your mail for more details.

Don’t forget that all year-end giving 
needs to be postmarked or received by 
December 31, 2022, to be counted for 
giving this year.

If you plan to pay any of your pledge by 
giving stocks, please contact the church 
office (when stocks will be deposited, 
name of stocks, and how many shares).  
Please also give your stockbroker the 
following information:

Church stockbroker:  Phillips Financial
DTC# 0226
Acct Name:  First Wayne Street UMC
Acct# 678-227293

Good News deadline
DEADLINE for the JANUARY Good News 

is Wednesday, December 14. 
You can submit information about your 

small group, Sunday school class, and 
ministry area, as well as share any praises 
or prayer concerns.

Items should be e-mailed to Kim 
Truesdell, our newsletter editor, at 
kmtruesdell@gmail.com. 

 

UWF News
Tuesday, December 6, Executive 

Meeting, 9:30 am, Room 115.

The UWF Holiday Bazaar is back. On 
Sundays, December 11 and 18, there will be 
sweet treats (including pie by the slice) 
and small craft items for sale.  They will 
be available starting at 9 am and available 
after the worship service.  Proceeds 
benefit UWF mission projects.  

Congregational Life

You may have noticed a new face 
(and voice) singing with the choir this 
fall. 

Jack Oberley joined the choir in late 
September as the bass Choral Scholar. 
Jack is a junior music technology 
major at Purdue Fort Wayne, and his 
main instrument is his voice. 

He’s excited to be studying 
composition and music history, with 
eventual plans to attend grad school, 
likely for film scoring. 

In his free time, Jack likes to cook, 
workout, and watch movies with 
friends. 

And, in an interesting FWSUMC 
related twist, Jack lives next door 
to Dave and Linda Allen and only 

discovered the connection to the 
church after he started singing with us!

Join the choir!
Do you love to sing? Do you want to 

“make a joyful noise unto the lord?” 
Then please consider joining the choir! 
The choir rehearses on Wednesday 
evening at 7:00 (after Gather) for 
about an hour. Participation is open to 
all high school aged and older. 

Speak with Dr. North if you’re 
interested or have any questions.

Meet our new choral scholar, Jack
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3 
3 pm Youth bell ringing at Glenbrook 
Square

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4     
Second Sunday of Advent  
12:30 pm Christmas VBS event (Trinity 
UMC)

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6 
9:30 am UWF Executive Meeting

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
Third Sunday of Advent
UWF Bazaar

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12 
6 pm  Staff Parish Meeting

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13 
11:30 am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Outreach Committee Meeting 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15          
Good News deadline

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18     
Fourth Sunday of Advent
UWF Bazaar

11 am Youth Christmas Party

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20 
1 pm Stephen Ministry Meeting
5:30 pm Outreach Committee Meeting

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 
4 pm Faith Share    
Gather will be back in January.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24    
Christmas Eve
4 pm Christmas Eve Service
7 pm Christmas Eve Service

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25
Christmas Day
10 am worship service (online only)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26
Office Closed 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28 
11:30 am Staff Meeting
1 pm Stephen Ministry

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28          
Gather will be back in January.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1    
New Year’s Day

No Sunday school
10 am worship service (online and in-
person)

WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAY
8:30 am Preschool Child Care
9 am Sunday School
10 am Worship (in-person and online) 
11 am Sanctuary Bells Rehearsal

WEDNESDAY
4 pm FaithShare
5 pm Gather fellowship begins

Monthly Calendar

Let’s connect

FACEBOOK
Connect with First Wayne Street. Our 
Facebook page is the place for current 
events, inspiration, and more. It’s also 
a way to share our church with your 
connections. Go to Facebook.com and 
search First Wayne Street.

YOUTUBE
Stream our weekly worship service. 
Previous sermons and concert events 
are also available. Go to YouTube.com 
and search First Wayne Street UMC and 
be sure to subscribe so you don’t miss 
an uplaod.

WEBSITE
Stay up-to-date with the news at First 
Wayne Street, as well as learn more 
about the congregation and building. 
From the website, you can also access 
the pastor’s blog, event calendar, and 
online giving platform. Our church web-
site is at FWSUMC.org. 

EDITOR’S NOTE
As we shift to a digital newsletter, we 
are no longer publishing birthdays 
and anniversaries. This move is an 
effort to protect our members,  as 
it makes us vulnerable to scams. 
Want to wish our members a happy 
birthday or anniversary? Contact the 
church office to receive a monthly 
list.
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Senior Minister:  Rev. Jason Morris
Visitation Pastor: Rev. Barry Belknap

Executive Director of Alive Community Outreach:  
Rev. Angelo Mante

Ministry Staff
Director of Music & Organist: Dr. Geoffrey North

Director of Congregational Life & Nurture: 
Audra Reinders

Children’s Choir Director: Phyllis Boester
Youth Director: Kim Truesdell

Support Staff
Facilities Manager: Cesar Anzaldua

Security Officer: Kenneth “Bart” Bartholomew
Communications Coordinator: Kim Truesdell

Audio Visual Media Director: Barclay Hall
Alive Community Education Coordinator: Chris Lahr

Childcare Providers
Jane Daniels, Brooke Orellana,  

Angi Reinking, Carrie Hogle 


