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50 YEARS AND COUNTING

This February marks 50 years of 
worshipping in the First Wayne Street 
sanctuary! 

We have heard from several of our 
current members about their memories 
of marching from the former Wayne 
Street building to our present facilities. 

Throughout the month of February, 
we plan to share some of these stories 

during our worship gatherings.
If you have a special memory from the 

first services in our building, please 
share them with us.

You can share your stories by emailing 
Pastor Jason (Jason.morris@inumc.
org) or by calling the church office 
(422-4681).

“On February 4, 1973, 
the First Wayne Street 
Congregation met at 9:30 
a.m. at the Wayne Street 
United Methodist Church 
site. Here a short service of 
farewell was held. 

Then, led by a torchbearer, 
who carried the light from 
the altar candles of the old 
church to light the new, 
the pastors, choir, and 
congregation marched to 
300 East Wayne Street 
for the first service in the 
First Wayne Street United 
Methodist Church. Bishop 
Ralph T. Alton, Resident 
Bishop of the

Indiana Area of The United 
Methodist Church, led 
services for the consecration 
of the new building on 
Sunday, February 11, 1973.” 
(First Wayne Street UMC 
History)



This summer, FWS will be serving as 
the “hearts and hands of Jesus” on 
a mission trip to Detroit, Thursday to 
Sunday, July 27-30. 

We will be serving through Motown 
Missions, which is a Methodist agency 
founded in 2005 that offers the 
opportunity for groups of all-ages to 
participate in God’s restorative work in 
Detroit, MI.

The Motown Mission Experience 
began in 2005 as a one-week trip for 
seven Middle School students from 
Birmingham First UMC.  Since then it 
has grown under the umbrella of the 
Young Leaders Initiative in partnership 
with Motor City Wesley and with ongoing 
support from the United Methodist 
Union of Greater Detroit and individual 
donors.  As of Summer 2021 Motown 
Mission has welcomed over 5,000 
young people to Detroit and has put over 
$4 million worth of volunteer hours and 

monetary contributions into Detroit. 
Our group will be assigned to aid in 

“economic disaster recovery projects,” 
which may include construction, 
cleaning, and food ministries. In 
addition to our service work, we will be 
participating in worship led by Motown 
Missions in the evenings and Sunday 
morning. There is also a built-in “fun 
night,” where our group will be attending 
a unique Detroit activity (events in the 
past have included a Tigers game and 
downtown museum experiences).

This trip is open to youth (graduated 
6th grade) through adults. However, 

younger children (entering 5th and 
6th grade Fall 2023) can attend with a 
parent/guardian.

Cost for the trip to Motown Mission 
is $150. There will be additional fees 
for transportation, food, and team 
insurance, which will be determined 
based on group size at a later date. A 
$50 deposit due no later than March 1 to 
secure your spot. Final payment is due 
no later than Sunday, June 16. 

Financial Aid for youth is available.
A separate email with more 

comprehensive information will be 
sending out soon. 
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Summer mission: Serve together

With a little 
help from your 
friends

Children, families, and 
youth had a blast at the 
Headwaters Park ice 
skating rink. This activity 
has become a tradition. 
The event is covered 
by proceeds from the 
rummage sale.

In this picture, members 
of the youth help one of 
the kids make his way 
around the rink.
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Join us as we begin the Lenten journey 
on February 22 for our Ash Wednesday 
gathering. We will gather together in the 
Fellowship Hall for dinner at 5pm. The 
service will begin in the sanctuary at 6pm.

Journey to 
the cross

Gather Lenten Study
Beginning on Wednesday, March 1, 

Pastor Jason, Pastor Angelo and Chris 
Lahr will be leading us through a study 
of the book, “Fight Like Jesus: How 
Jesus Waged Peace Throughout Holy 
Week.” 

This study will help us better 
understand Jesus’ vision of 
peacemaking and help us grow in our 
capacity to make peace today.

Please RSVP to the church office 
or sign up at the Welcome Center by 
Sunday, February 12 so books can be 
ordered. Books cost $14.

About the 
book:

At the start of 
Holy Week, tears 
streamed down 
Jesus’ face as 
he cried out, “If 
only you knew 
the things that 
make for peace.” From that moment, 
until a week later when he triumphantly 
declared, “Peace be with you,” Jesus 
spent each day confronting injustice, 
calling out oppressors and contending 
for peace.

But what if--despite all our familiarity 

with the events of Holy Week--we still 
don’t know how Jesus makes peace? 
And what if--despite clinging to the 
cross of Christ for our salvation--we’ve 
actually embraced a different approach 
to peacemaking? One that justifies 
killing enemies. One whose methods 
include nailing criminals to crosses.

We desperately need to recover the 
radical vision of peacemaking that 
Jesus embodied throughout Holy Week. 
And we urgently need to be trained in 
his way of making peace. So, come. Let’s 
journey together day-by-day through 
Jesus’ final week and discover anew 
why he is called the Prince of Peace.

What is Lent?
Lent is a season of forty days, not 

counting Sundays, which begins on Ash 
Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday.

This year, Ash Wednesday will be Feb. 
22. Holy Saturday will be April 8.

Lent comes from the Anglo Saxon word 
lencten, meaning “lengthen” and refers 
to the lengthening days of spring. The 
forty days represents the time Jesus 
spent in the wilderness, enduring the 
temptation of Satan and preparing to 

begin his ministry.
Lent is a time of repentance, fasting 

and preparation for the coming of 
Easter. It is a time of self-examination 
and reflection. In the early church, 
Lent began as a period of fasting and 
preparation for baptism by new converts 
and then became a time of penance by 
all Christians. 

Today, Christians focus on relationship 
with God, growing as disciples and 
extending ourselves, often choosing to 

give up something or to volunteer and 
give of ourselves for others.

Sundays in Lent are not counted in 
the forty days because each Sunday 
represents a “mini-Easter.” This is why 
you will see the designation “Sunday in 
Lent” rather than “Sunday of Lent” in 
the naming of these Sundays. 

On each Lord’s Day in Lent, while 
Lenten fasts continue, the reverent 
spirit of Lent is tempered with joyful 
anticipation of the Resurrection.
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Youth toboggan run
FWSUMC youth are going to Pokagon 

State Park for an afternoon of 
tobogganning!

We’ll gather after service on February 19 
and head up to the park. We will eat lunch 
on the way. Parents should plan for youth 
to be back around 3:30 pm.

This event is for middle school and high 
school students. There is no cost to the 
event, thanks to the generosity of Dale 
and Sheila Stahl. 

Please RSVP by February 12 so we can 
arrange enough transportation! 

Mad Ants family event
First Wayne Street Families will be 

attending the Mad Ants Faith and Family 
Night on Saturday, March 11. Enjoy a great 
night of Mad Ants basketball, followed by 

a Christian Music concert! 
A part of the ticket proceeds will 

be donated to Destiny Rescue, an 
organization dedicated to stop child 
trafficking. 

Tickets for families will be paid for by the 
Children’s Fund. Ticket order forms and 
order deadline information will be coming 
soon. Contact Audra for more information.

Camp iCash code 
Hard to believe summer camp is right 

around the corner! Registration is open, 
and First Wayne Street families are 
encouraged to sign up. While families can 
sign up their children individually, FWS is 
recommending weeks for each age group, 
and FWS families are encouraged to 
communicate with each other if they are 
interested in signing their children up for 
the same weeks.

Elementary Camp week: Impact Camp at 
Camp Lakewood, June 11-16

Middle High Camp week: CIT @ Camp 
Lakewood, June 10-16 (entering grades 
7-9 in the fall)

Senior High Camp week: That Thing @ 
Epworth Forest June 25-30 (entering 
grades 9-13 in the fall)

All FWS children and youth are eligible 
to go to camp at 50% discount by using 
our church’s icash code. All scholarship 
money is paid for by the Minnie Jones 
Fund. 

Please use the following code when 
registering to receive 50% off registration 
cost (case sensitive with no spaces):

Wayne496
If you need additional financial 

assistance, please contact Audra to 
receive free camp tuition for your child. All 
requests will be kept confidential.

Children, Families, and Youth

We’re kicking off the Big Day in the best 
way: with chili, music, and family fun!

The youth ministry at First Wayne Street 
is hosting its first-ever chili cook-off on 
Super Bowl Sunday.

Join us after service on Sunday, 
February 12 for a wonderful afternoon of 
delicious food.

Bring a slow cooker containing your best 
chili recipe or other fall soup (already 
cooked) to First Wayne Street’s kitchen 
by 9:30 am to enter into one of four 
competition categories:

Young Chefs (Contestants under age 18)
Classic (Traditional meat & beans)
Veggie (Vegetarian chilis)
Stand-Out Soups (Non-chili entries)

Please also bring a serving utensil and a 
list of chili ingredients for our friends with 

allergies. We can’t wait to taste what you 
cook up!

Register your chili in advance by 
emailing Kim at kmtruesdell@gmail.com 
or look for the sign up sheet in Fellowship 
Hall.

Chili not your specialty? Feel free to 

bring a dessert to share.
Everyone who comes get to participate 

in judging the chili entries.
The event is free but freewill donations 

are encouraged.
Proceeds from the event will benefit 

youth programming and missions.

Youth host ‘super’ chili cook-off
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Mission offering
UMCOR Sunday (formerly called “One 

Great Hour of Sharing”) is a UMC special 
offering that supports the work of the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief, 
our denomination’s humanitarian relief 
and development organization. 

This special offering underwrites 
UMCOR’s “costs of doing business.” 

Through UMCOR, the global United 
Methodist Church can respond quickly 
with funds to address immediate 
needs and grants to support long-term 
recovery. UMCOR focuses on disaster 
preparedness, recovery, and response 
as well as migration and sustainable 
development in both the United States 
and throughout the world.

If you desire that 100% of your gift goes 
to UMCOR - U.S. Disasters / Alabama 
Tornadoes instead, please include that 
information on your check memo or on the 
offering envelope. 

A Journey from Success 
to Salvation

Join us on Saturday, February 25 
at 8:30am in the First Wayne Street 
Fellowship Hall to hear more of Kevin 
Bronson’s story. Given the nature of 
Kevin’s testimony, this gathering is for 
those 18 and older.

Please RSVP to the church office or sign 
up at the Welcome Center by Wednesday, 
February 22.

Coffee and donuts will be provided.

Praises
Thank you for your prayers, calls, 

visits and cards for the last 6 weeks 
as I recovered from septic arthritis. I 
appreciate your faithful support. You are a 
wonderful church family. 

Love, Pam Musick

First Wayne Street United Women 
in Faith (UWF) gives a big thanks 
to everyone who baked, crafted and 

contributed items to the successful 
Holiday Bazaar. And thanks to all our loyal 
customers who purchased items; a total 
of $1,300 was raised which will go toward 
local, state, and world mission projects. 

Flower and doughnut 
sponsors

We are looking for weekly sponsors 
to donate $60 to offset the cost of the 
donuts and flowers. 

There are signup sheets in Fellowship 
Hall near the children’s play area.  

Devotionals available 
The Upper Room devotionals are  

available in the literature rack by the coat 
racks.  

Good News deadline
DEADLINE for the MARCH Good News 

is February 15. Items should be e-mailed 
to Kim Truesdell, our newsletter Editor, at 
kmtruesdell@gmail.com. 

Congregational Life

THURSDAY, FEB. 9
7:30 pm  Philharmonic Players concert

FRIDAY, FEB. 10 
11 am  Boomerangs Valentine’s lunch   

SUNDAY, FEB. 12 
11 am  Chili cook-off

MONDAY, FEB. 13
6 pm    Staff Parish Meeting
                  

TUESDAY, FEB. 14
11:30 am Staff Meeting

SUNDAY, FEB. 19         
11 am  Youth toboggan trip

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 22 
6 pm  Ash Wednesday service (no Gather)

SATURDAY, FEB. 25       
8:30 am  Breakfast with Kevin   

TUESDAY, FEB. 28 
11:30 am   Staff Meeting

WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAY
8:30 am Preschool Child Care
9 am Sunday School
10 am Worship (in-person and 

online) 
11 am Sanctuary Bells Rehearsal

WEDNESDAY
4 pm FaithShare
5 pm Gather fellowship begins

Calendar
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First wayNe street staFF

Senior Minister:  Rev. Jason Morris
Visitation Pastor: Rev. Barry Belknap

Executive Director of Alive Community Outreach:  
Rev. Angelo Mante

Ministry Staff
Director of Music & Organist: Dr. Geoffrey North

Director of Congregational Life & Nurture: 
Audra Reinders

Children’s Choir Director: Phyllis Boester
Youth Director: Kim Truesdell

Support Staff
Facilities Manager: Cesar Anzaldua

Security Officer: Kenneth “Bart” Bartholomew
Communications Coordinator: Kim Truesdell

Audio Visual Media Director: Barclay Hall
Alive Community Education Coordinator: Chris Lahr

Childcare Providers
Jane Daniels, Brooke Orellana,  

Angi Reinking, Carrie Hogle 


